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to theel"1 The reward of virtue is reserved for heaven; but some
comforts are not denied during the present time of trial. Even in this
vale of tears, " God will make its desert as a place of pleasure; and its
wilderness as the garden of the Lord. Joy and gladness shall be found
in it, thanksgiving and the voice of praise." 2 It is sufficiently understood
that the saint did not receive these heavenly comforts without severe interior
trials and a constant practice of self-denial, by which his heart was crucified
to the world. The dew of extraordinary spiritual comforts never falls on
unmortified souls, which seek the delights of this world, St Paschal in
his poverty joined alms with his continual prayer; and not having any
other means to relieve the poor, always gave them a good part of his own
dinner which was sent him into the fields.

How great soever his love was for his profession, he found, however,
several difficulties in it which made him think of leaving it. He was not
able, notwithstanding all the care he could take, to hinder a flock of goats
he had in charge from sometimes trespassing on another's ground. This
occasioned his giving over the inspection of that flock. But he found
other troubles in taking care of other cattle. Some of his companions,
not having the same piety with himself, were but too much addicted to
cursing, quarrelling, and fighting; nor were they to be reclaimed by his
gentle rebukes on these accounts. He was therefore determined to leave
them, not to participate in their crimes. And to learn the will of God in
this important choice of a state of life in which he might most faithfully
serve him, he redoubled his prayers, fasts, and other austerities. After
some time spent in this manner, he determined to become a religious
man. Those to whom he first disclosed his inclination to a religious
state pointed out to him several convents richly endowed. But that
circumstance alone was enough to disgust him; and his answer was:
u I was born poor, and I am resolved to live and die in poverty and
penance." Being at that time twenty years of age, he left his master,
his friends, and his country, and went into the kingdom of Valentia where
was an austere convent of barefoot reformed Franciscans called Soccolans,
which stood in a desert solitude, but at no great distance from the town
of Montfort. He addressed himself to the fathers of this house for
spiritual advice; and, in the meantime, he entered into the service of
certain farmers in the neighbourhood to keep their sheep. He continued
here his penitential and retired life in assiduous prayer, and was known
in the whole country by the name of the Holy Shepherd. To sequester
himself from the world he made the more haste to petition for the habit
of a lay-brother in the house above mentioned, and was admitted in 1564.
The fathers desired to persuade him to enter himself among the clerks,
or those who aspired to holy orders and sing the divine office in the choir;
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